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through the North-western Provinces to the Panjab as far as
Lahore, and then returned to Calcutta, establishing his head-
quarters there. I met him for the first time, on his arrival at
Lahore early in January 1860. John Lawrence had quitted
the Lieutenant-Governorship of the Panjab, to which Eobert
Montgomery succeeded. I had resigned the Secretaryship and
become Commissioner of the districts around Lahore. Wilson
required an officer of Indian experience to assist him in econo-
mizing expenditure, introducing a new paper currency, devising
fiscal improvement, and generally in his work as Finance
Minister. This officer was to be on his personal staff in addition
to the ordinary financial secretariat of the Government. He
chose me for that appointment, and the choice was ratified by
Lord Canning. I immediately joined him on his return to
Calcutta, and thenceforward was on intimate terms of official
association with Tirm. I became much attached to him, and
whether as master, teacher or friend, he made on my mind an
impression which time cannot weaken.

He was of the middle height, with considerable breadth of
chest and shoulder, his physical frame indicating strength
and endurance. His age was fifty-four years, rather late per-
haps for a man who proceeds to India for the first time; still
he seemed to bring with him an abundant stock of freshness and
vigour. His complexion was light, and the broad prominent
brow, over-shadowing the eyes, gave an intellectual cast to the
face. He had a keen perception of every object that met his
view, a habit of casting observant looks in all directions, and an
extraordinarily retentive memory of what he saw heard or read.
His manner and conversation, though grave while he was intent
on work, were bright and vivacious in society. He delighted in
India as a country, and regarded her resources with hopeful
interest, her people with sympathy, her scenery with admira-
tion, her antiquities with curiosity. Nothing, he said, could
be imagined more intensely interesting than India; with the
ancient cities, the relics of decayed dynasties, the thronging
population, the bustle of trade at every corner, the expansive
plains bounded by alpine ranges affording a climate for new